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PREFACE. 


_ HE 1 to hieh 
the following papers are a 
reply, having been diſ- 


” pers'd all over the nation, by 7 


perſon in great power in the church; 


and no one having offered an anti- 


dote to the poiſon it is calculated 
to ſpread; 1 have laid theſe two 


papers thus together, becauſe as 


they were publiſhed in a New 
Journal, 2 they might not 


ee e univerſally known as I 


could wiſh; eſpecially in places ” 


: where the Remarks have been ſcat. 
I am apprehenſive of this only js 


| from the novelty of the journal, : 
_ fince from the maſterly papers that 


have appear d in it, there is no 


doubt but it will be very well re- 
"BY... 


3 9 R ZE FA o E. 
ceived ! in time; to which all meh 


1 deſigns muſt be beholden for ſuc- 
On N N 


The e 1 the Re- 


marker in firſt raiſing a clamour 
; againſt | the author of the Plain Ac- 


count in his book, and then telling 


0 us, in the preface to the ſecond 


edition, that he does not know 
the author's meaning, and conſe- 


quently whether it is ſo bad as he 
: ſuſpects, or not, will at firſt fight 


_ appear to my readers: And 1 (hall 
make no other reflection on it 


here, than to wiſh him either a = 


better head, or a better heart! 


1 10 met with Gm honeſt 
5 well-meaning people, who ſeem - _ 
1 prehenſive that the notions contain- 


ien e Plain Account are novel 


ones, becauſe they have not been _ 


us d to ſuch explications of ſcripture 
1 there occur 3 and, tho they can-. 
= not - 


PREFACE. ii 
not explain their objections, yet 
heſitate about agreeing with our 


author. For their ſakes I have add- 


ed (not as any authority, but mere- 


ly to ſatisfy ſuch honeſt people that 


the writer I am defending is not 


# ngular in his notions) the ſenti- 


ments, as far as this ſubject is con- 
cern'd, of a divine of fo great emi- 


nence in our church, as always to 


5 go by. the epithet of the Ever me- 


* 8 morable Mr. Ed Hales of Eaton. pr 


Thaw i is . little n notice mo | 
: of this piece by a gentleman, who, 


1 dare lay, will agree with me, 


that it may be of ſervice upon this 


occaſion, to exhibit the whole. Tis | 1 
in the Proper Reply to TE W 1 
Wl CHESTER CONVERTS. © 


1 W laſt ; is 44 0 to be wrote "= a 


Doctor of Divinity, and the head 
of a hall in the univerfity of Ox- 0 
we I believe there is not a ſingle = | 
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PREFACE. 


=o that has read it, but is 
offended at the indecent manner 
he writes in: And I doubt not but 
the members of that learned body 

: univerſally deteſt the profane and 
ſcandalous treatment of fo ſerious a 
. En 5 


The fallowing chance 4 Mr. 


5 Hales will give my readers a better 
account of him, than any thing 
any other perſon can fay: AndTI 
think Biſhop Pearſon . from whom 
it is taken, was never ſuſpected of 
the leaſt deſign againſt either chriſ- 8 
8 tianity, or the eſtablilt d church. 


what 14 know and affirm to be ; 


publiſhed in his name did really 


proceed | from him : . And more 
225 * than 


— 


* Vide 5%, Preface 15 Mr. Hales's Calden 1 3 


1 If Mr. Holes were e . 
unto thee, be pleaſed to believe 


true of him; if he were known, . 
then only 7. ſatisfied that what is 
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© than this needs not to be ſpoken 
in reference to the advancement 
of this work; becauſe he which 
knew, or believeth what an x 
cellent perſon Mr. Hales was, and 


e ſhall be alſo perſuaded that he 


was the author of this book, „ 
not chuſe but infinitely defire to 


lee and read him 1 in it. 


„„ In order to ae firſt of f theſe, : 
1 hall ſpeak no more than my 


1 dn long experience, intimate 


acquaintance, and high venera- 


; tion grounded upon both, ſhall 


ew and ſincerely prompt me 


Mr. Jobn Hales, ſome time 


4; 2 profeſſor of the univerſity 
of Oxford, long fellow of Eaton 3 
Colledge, and at laſt alſo preben- 5 


dary of Windſor, ws a man, 1 


hank, of -a« great 2; ſharpneſs, : 

5 quickneſs, and ſubtilty of wit, 
as ever this, or perhaps, any na- 
tion ever ' bred, His e did 

1 e * ſtrive 


1 5 * * 
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C gl if it were poſſible to. equal 
the largeneſs of his capacity, where- 
by he became as great a maſter 
of polite, various, and univerſal | 
learning, as ever yet convers'd 
with 51g | Proportionate to his 
reading was his meditation, which 
furniſh'd him with a judgment 
beyond the vulgar reach of men, 


built upon unordinary notions, | 


rais' d out of ſtrange obſervations, 
and comprehenſive thoughts with- 
in himſelf, 80 that he really 
was a moſt prodigious example f 
of an acute and piercing wit, of 
a vaſt and illimited knowledge, 1 
f a ſevere and profound judg- | 
ment. ” 3 


©  Altho” 11 may ſeem, as in it- 
ſelf it truly is, a grand elogium; 5 
yet I cannot eſteem him leſs 1 = 
any thing which belongs to a 


good man, than in thoſe intel- 
val perfections: And had he 
7 never 
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never underſtood a letter, he had 
other ornaments ſufficient to in- 

dear him. For he was of a na- 

ture (as we ordinarily ſpeak) ſo 

© kind, ſo ſweet, ſo courting 1 — ol 
mankind, of an affability { TR 
prompt, ſo ready to receive all 
conditions of men, that 1 con- 

\ * ceive it near as ealy a task for 

© any one to become ſo knowing, | 

as o — 


r chriſtian, none ever 

7 © more acquainted | with the nature 

0 of the goſpel, becauſe none 

more ſtudious of the knowledge 4 
© of it, or more curious in the | 
ſearch, which being ftrengthen- | 
ed by thoſe great advantages be- 

5 fore mentioned, could not prove 
otherwiſe than highly effectual. 

| © He took indeed to himſelf a E 

| berty of judging, not of others, 

e but ſor himſelf: And if ever any 

man might be allowed in theſe 
C mat- 


— 


. 4 
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matters to judge, it was he wha 


had ſo long, ſo much, ſo ad- 


vantageouſly conſider d, and 


which is more, never E be 


ſaid to have had the leaſt world. 


ly deſigns in his determinations. 


He was not only moſt. truly 
and ſtrictly juſt i in his ſecular tranſ- 
actions, moſt exemplary meek 
and humble, notwithſtanding his 
perfections, but beyond all rex - 
ample charitable, giving unto all, 
preſerving nothing but his books 
to continue is learning and 
himſelf: Which when he had 
© before digeſted, he was forcd 
| © at laſt to feed upon, at the lame 
time the ha ppieſt and moſt un- 
fortunate Helluo of books, the 
grand example of learning, and 


of the envy. and contempt which ” 
followeth * 


6 © This nnn may be truly 
given of his perſon, and nothing 
320 
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in it liable to the leaſt exception, 
but this alone, that it comes far 
ſhort of him. Which intimation 
I conceive more neceſſary for 


* 


8 Which hath been ſaid. 


1 hall only 1 that many of | 

the notions of the facrament which 

this very great man refutes in this 
tract, are almoſt literally the ſame, 


ſuch as knew him 1 than all - 


with thoſe which the Remarker, 


= and people « of his fize, have. attempt- 


ed now to revive, in oppoſition tw 


thoſe advanced in the Plain te 
count; and as thoſe errors are in- 
duſtriouſſy propagated, it ſuffcient- 
Iy ſhews that no ſingle part of that 
5 book was entirely needleſs . 


Vile Rem. rn. 4. 
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14 G E 2. 1 7. "be e road incorrigitly.” p. 19, 

1 in the margin, for Rem. read Plain Account. p. 27. 
I. 5. for his read the p. 41. 1. the laſt, for he read % e 

_ author. p. 42. J. 31. for * read rhe author. © 44. J. 11. 
fer then read bim. . 
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T muſt be confeſs'd we live in an 
age of great knowledge and diſcern- 
ment; bur ſurely 'tis an unhappineſs 
to be fo very quick- -ſighted as to ſpy 


out hereſy and infidelity in every diſcourſe 


that does not ſpeak the common language. 
A late excellent treatiſe, entitled, A plain 


account of the nature and ends of. the So- 


crament of the Lord's Supper, has already 
felt the reſentment of ſome writers; and, 
it is generally reported, is to be ſtill far- 


ther attack d by others of no inconfidera-= _ 


ble figure. But as thoſe who have hitherto 
enter'd the liſts againſt it, have both miſ- 


taken the meaning of the author, and de- 


viated widely from the ſubject; I ſhall | 
make ſome obſervations. upon them; 
ſuch as I flatter myſelf may be of ſervice. 


to the reſt, who have not yet preſented || 3 
their productions to the world. 5 
IJ think but two have appear'd ; 7 OS 


Weekly Miſcellany of July 12, and a pam- 


| phlet entitled, Remarks, &. in a letter 


to the author. I ſhall take very little no- 
tice of the firſt of theſe, becauſe the rude- 
B „ ee, 


2 PAPER the Finer. 


neſs and ill manners with which ir is 


wrote, ſo unbecoming the difference be- 


tween the ſtations and abilities of the re- 


puted authors of that paper, and of the 


book, render it unworthy of obſervation. 
n Perſons of vulgar life and behaviour have 


generally ſuch minds, and are irrecorrigi- 


| bly conceited and perverſe. 1 ſhall only 
therefore make this one remark, that 
thoſe who endeavour to repreſent chriſtia- 
nity in its original plaineſs and ſimplicity, 
I uſually meet, from writers of this ſtamp, 
with ſuch treatment as our Saviour and the 
Primitive chriſtians did from the harden d 
and obſtinate Fews; inſomuch that one 
can ſcarce think bur” they borrow their 


language from them. The Phariſees call'd 


our Saviour THAT DECEIVER *; and 


the pious Orthodoxus hath courteouſly ap- 


ply'd the ſame word to this wor thy follow- 


er of him: And no doubt he will bear, as 
he has always borne, ſuch treatment with 
the temper peculiar to the genuine diſci- 


ples of the Goſpel. 


Bur as the author of the Remarks ſeems 


to have more modeſty and good breeding; 
tho' his whole introduction had better been 

| fpared, and he too is apt ſometimes to 
5 fora himſelf; I ſhall diſtinctly conſider : 
the ſeveral e he! has offer d. 


Before 
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1 1 deſcend to particulars, it will 


be proper to make ſome general obſervati- 


ons on the arts he has made uſe of to 
prejudice his readers, and to draw off their 


attention from the main ſubje&t; which, 
tho' there is little danger of their influen- 

cing men of ſenſe and judgment, yet have 
often a very ill effect on ſuperficial and 

Zcalous readers. To alarm theſe, could 


be the only deſign of telling the author 
that he had given up ſeveral articles of 


chriſtianity *; — that he has borrow'd ſome 
of his ſentiments from infidels — that he 
had a fair opportunity on ſuch and ſuch 
occaſions of declaring himſelf on certain 
5 principles, if he would have ventur'd to 
ſpeak oute. — But, in the name of „ 
ſenſe, was the author, in a diſcourſe on * | 
particular inſticution of chriſtianity, to 


write a bole ſyſtem of divinity? or to in- 


troduce his opinion on popular diſputed 


points, purely to obviate the prejudices of 


captious readers? If he had done ſo, I 


queſtion whether, in Se. John's phraſe, the 


world itſelf” would contain the books he muſt 
have wrote. Theſe things are quite fo- 
reign to the ſubject; and judicious readers 

like not a book full of digreſſions. The 
beſt writers keep moſt cloſe to their point; 
and 'twould have been very unſuitable to 


the charaet; "of of the reputed author to 


1 = ramble 
® Remarks, p. 4, 34. 2 5 50. 8 P. 32, 36. 


* 525 3 
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rte in the manner the remarker pre- 


preſcribes. One might therefore as rea- 


ſonably believe him of the ſame opinion 
with the author of the Plain Account. in 
every particular he has not remark'd upon, 
or which he has not been as full in his 
anſwer to as every one of his readers 
might have expected. For my part, I 
am aſtoniſh'd how men can ſatisfy their 
own minds, either in »/ing or approving 
ſuch arts as theſe: And would, for their 
ſakes, be glad if my charity could recon- 
cile it with honeſty and chriſlian fimpli- 
city; or, if I could bring myſelf to be- 
 lieve, that the frequency of it in polemi- 
cal writings, did not rather aggravate than 
leſſen the crime: The conſequence, Hiding 
truth, and putting falſhood in its place, 
being every day experienc'd. —=Proteſtants - 
would call this a very injurious proceed- 5 


ing in a popiſh adverſary. 


As the author of the Plain P Rs de⸗ 


0 clares he ſhould only confider the Scr1P- 
' TURE inſtitution of the ſacrament, it is 
very idle, if not invidious, in the Re- 


marker, to quote upon him the different 


opinions of any divines, of whatever cha- 
racter. Before he took this method, he 
ought to have refuted the following pro- 


Foſition; which as he has not attempted to 
do, his unprejudic'd readers will look on 
it as a coneejion that he could not: It is 


1 . 
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© of ſmall importance, therefore, to chriſti- 
ans to know what the many writers upon 
this ſubject, ſince the time of the Evan- 
* gelifts and Apoſtles, have affirm'd. Much 
leſs can it be the duty of chriſtians to 
be guided by what any perſons, by their 

own authority, or from their own ima- 

ginations, may teach, . =_ 

duty, P. 5. 
Sometimes the Remarker objects to our 
author, his not e , and at other 

times his not agreeing with, divines. His 
readers will think this very froward; and 
I am afraid he is ill to pleaſe. But neither 


is this any more to the purpoſe; for the 


treatiſe was wrote, not for the ſake of di- 
vines, but © ſincere chriſtians, who are found 
often in danger of great errors or great 


and perplex d by ſuch fears and terrors, 
as indeed make their deſire of being tru- 
ly religious the burthen and miſery, in- 
ſtead of the delight of their lives“. Sure 
our author does not reckon the divines of 
the church of England in this number! 
I can ſcarce think any man, and par- 
: ticularly him, who declares himſelf a cler- 9 
gy man, ſo ignorant of the world, as not 


N 


to know that this ordinance (I will not 


ſay bow it comes to paſs“) has been che 


ap 17 p. 21. 29, © Pref. to the 1 p. 3. 
Vide Flair Ac. p. 6. | 1 


ſuperſtition, and too commonly diſturb'd _ 


—— — —_— - —_ — — 
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moſt miſtaken and abuſed of any ordinance 
of chriſtianity. Are there no upright ho- 
neſt people who take great pleaſure and 
delight in other duties of religion, but 
tremble, and are deterr'd from com Ig to 
this, even when they have moſt occafion 
for the comforts and ſupports of religi- 
on? Are there none that put it off thro” 
the whole courſe of their lives, becauſe _ 
they think themſelves unworthy, at the 
fam ie time that perhaps they have the beſt 
nd moſt godlike diſpoſitions; and are un- 
caly in their own minds at the thought 
of this imarin'd tnworthineſs? — On the 
other hand, are tbere none of the moſt 
notorious offenders againſt morality Who 
come to it, expecting hereby to receive 
the pardon of their fins, and from that 
preſumption, ſupport themſelves | in a courſe 
of abandon'd wickedneſs? — Or, is there 
not a middle ſort, who are the leſs care- 
ful of their future actions, imagining they _ 
receiv'd grace enough. then for their di- 
rection? — And, laſtly, is it not too fre- 
quent in this Proteſtant country, as well 
as among the Roman Catbolicks, for all theſe 
| to recur to it as a viaticum in their laſt 
moments, to the great grief of ſerious _ 
clergymen, who are uſually too tender e 
diſturb them at that time with unſea- _ 
ſonable inſtructions not to depend on it? 


The 
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The Remarker muſt be very happy in 
his pariſhioners, for I would not miſtruſt _ 
his care of their ſouls, if he has not 
been led to obſerve theſe various forts of 
people, notwithſtanding the labours of all 
the divines he has quoted: And therefore 
J am ſorry to find him capable of telling 
us, that the ſofteſt and beſt thing be -- 
can ſay of the far greateſt part of a2 
treatiſe profeſſedly wrote to remove theſe 
abuſes, © was entirely needleſs *', I cannot 
perſuade myſelf to be ſo uncharitable, as 
to think he wiſhes them continnd.. * 


would rather hope he does not know there 8 


are ſuch miſtaken, or deceived perſons. 


Blut as other divines do, and the author 


1 tells us he had met 1 many; ſuch a 
= plain account, and by the title he meant 


it ſhould be a plain one, might be of ſer- 


vice to them, if not to divines. But our 


author may convince us, as, I believe, will 
appear from the ſequel of this paper, that 
even ſome of them might want it too: 


And a man of good nature would be glad, 


for the ſake of g/l, to ſee theſe miſtakes 
rectify'd, the cloud on the minds of the 
ignorant diſperſed, and the dubious chri- 
ſtian render'd chearful and happy: And 


this good effect, I can tell him from my , 
nn, acquaintance, this admirable treatiſe 


| has had on many, whom he muſt not pre- 
{ume | 
2 Rem. p. 4 
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ſume to call by any other name than fe 
rious chriſtians. 
In the next place, I cannot t but obſer ve, 
chat he has not produced one ſingle paſ- 
ſage of ſcripture, either in anſwer to any 
part of the book, or in defence of any 
thing he himſelf has advanc'd. And there- 
fore one cannot help ſhrewdly ſuſpecting 
a ſcheme, about a peculiarity of the chri- 
ſtian religion, that has not one paſſage 
from the books of chriſtianity brought to 
ſupport it. And as great a veneration as 
I have for the divines he has mention'd, 
I am ſorry to ſee their authority ſubſti- = 
tuted in the room of ſcripture, in a Pro- 


teſiant nation, and * a * e 


. church of England. : + 
| Laſtly, In the e manner f po- 


lemical writers, e has laid hold of inde- . 
pendent. paſſages to cavil at, without can- 


dour enough to conſider them, as they 
Of really are, connected with the whole de- 
ſign of the book: Even the ſcripture it- 


ſelf, when ſo treated, has been made 20---- 


| ſpeak the moſt exceptionable things in 

the world. And thus we find bim ſome- 

times condeſcending. to the abſurdity of 
reproaching his adverſary, with expreſſing 
himſelf otherwiſe in different places; Which 
different manner of expreſſion, an ingenu- 
ous reader would rather regard as an ex- 
f planation | 


* Rem. p. J * 
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planation than a contradiction. A method 
of cavilling, which will never bewilder a 
wiſe and judicious, however it may embar- 
| raſs an ignorant or ſuperficial reader; and 
therefore ought always to be deipiſed by 
a good writer, who ſhould be above de- 
firing the applauſe of ſuch readers. 
| Theſe are the general obſervations I 
have to make on the manner of this 


author's writing. As I do not love the 


common arts of diſputing, and particularly i 


would avoid the rudeneſs I condemn in 


others, I ſhall make no harſh or ſevere. 


| remarks upon it. My readers will ſee how 
little it ſerves any good purpoſe of writing 1 


and particularly how ill- judg d, to ſay no 


= worſe, to treat in ſuch a manner a writer 
of fo clear diſcernment, and ſuch exem- 
plary candour and coolneſs, as the author 
of this performance I am defending ap- | 


' pears to be. 1 hope the other gentle- 
men who are anſwering it will be more 


cautious, confining themſelves to ſcripture = 


and reaſoning alone: For ſince the BAx o 
RIAN controverſy, the world is grown too 


E wile to be led, as it is commonly expreſs d, W 


= wild-gooſe-chaſe ; and are not fo caly to 
be impos d on by pompous quotations, or 


metaphyſical cavils and ſubtilties: And the 
defenders of this book will, no doubt, treat 
all ſuch methods with the comteepe- chey 
deſerve. "Ho 5 
| E Having 
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Mi | Having thus confider'd the manner of 
1 : writing the Remarker has made uſe of, and 
buy that means clear'd away almoſt two 
thirds of his book; I proceed to examine 
diſtinctly, the four objections he has offer'd. 
(/.) To the notion of wortby receiving; 
which he ſuppoſes deſtroys the moſt popu- 
lar argument made uſe of againſt the fe. 
| © _(2zdhz.) To the notion of the affiftance to be 
If ta at this ordinance. (3dly.) To the 
denying it to be a federal right, And, 
| (4thly.) To not ſpeaking plainer on ſeveral . 
ſubjects, which the Remarker thinks to be ; 
| doetrines of chriſtianity. 
| Theſe are the things he orineipaliy: in- 
ſiſts on; for tho he ſays, at the conclu- 
ion, that the notions about excommunica- 
tion and conſecrating the elements are pe- 
955 culiar, and have given offence, (and what 
1 | will not give offence to ſome!) yet as he 
| has nothing in reply to them; but only 
1 makes an unbecoming inſinuation, that 
1 one of them is borrow'd from the rights 
ef the chriſtian church; 1 ſhall not trou- 
6-0 ( preſent, with any re- 
marks thereon; eſpecially as I am apt to 
JJ ͤ " believe they will be the principal ſubjeffs Þ 
Jof other writers, who are ſaid to be en- i 
EH: gag'd in anſwer to this book: And! 
A4ͤ ᷓubt not but, if fame ſpeaks truth as to 
1 ” ome of their names, we ſhall have from 
1 one, 4 * deal of Naa ble ingenuity from 
. rom 


PAPER the FIRST. II 


from another, a great deal of common place 
Lieuarning, about them. 
1%. The frft objection is to the notion 
of worthy receiving, which the author * 
the Plain Account confines to a ſerious be- 
Haviour, and an actual remembrance of 
| Chriſt at the time, without any formal 
preparation peculiarly requiſite to this, a- 
7 bove the other ſervices of chriſtian religion. 
> How ſeaſonable and pertinent it was to 
= enlarge on that head, will appear to any 
"Fi man that knows the ſuperſtitious notions _ 


= many have of the neceſſity of previouſly 

© locking themſelves in their cloſets, to me- 
titate on the death and paſſion of Chriſt, 
Ce. as they are advisd by weak books of po”, 
- RF devotion: One foundation of the fear and 
1 terror I mention'd before! But if the ac- 


count the author gives of this ſacrament 
from the ſcripture, be the true account; 
3 (and the Remarker has not offer'd to ſhew Z 
/J X the contrary;) then, to make ſuch medi- 

FF ration peculiarly neceſſary to it, is in truth 

to make the main deſign, nay, the very 
eſſence, of the rite, a preparation for itſelf. 

This our Remarker plainly does: Nay, 
he goes ſo far as to aſk, whether the 
benefits which' the author himſelf Ras 
1 deſcrib'd as reſulting from the nature of 


© this duty, CAN OTHERWISE ariſe 


Cc 5 F © erciſing | 
"4 kun p. 4. * . 


from it, than by the communicant' ex. 
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© erciſing himſelf in long and ſerious me- 
© gitation *?* So that this is to be done 
every time he communicates; and if he 
has not opportunity for it, he- muſt there- 


= fore refrain; Which will vaſtly leflen the 


number of communicants, eſpecially in 
places of hurry and bufineſs; And, thro' 
this ſuperſtition, it is ſometimes found 
that even upon the grand feſtivals them 
ſelves, the miniſter is forc'd to omit the 
communion for want of the canonical 
: number, mall a it ij. 
Voluntary coming at all, is an e 
5 ledgment of the truth, according to the 
notion the communicant has of it, of the 


cChbriſtian religion. Thoſe who come in . 


| remembrance of Chriſt, muſt believe there 


was ſuch a perſon ; and they can ſcarce 
| think him worthy of ſuch a ſolemn re- 
membrance, if they do not likewiſe believe 


| the dodtrines he taught; which, as the au- 
thor of the Plain Account has often re- 
peated, virtually implies a reſolution to 
conform to them, and obey him as cheir 
Lord and Maſter, 
From whence we may make this in⸗ 
| ference, that by ſo large a notion of the ſa- 
crament, he does not give up any of the doc- 
trines the Remarker inſinuates he does; for 
in whatever ſenſe a man remembers Chriſt, 
ö whether as a prophet,” a redeemer, or the 
mm word. 5 
en. p. 21, 
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word ', who in the beginning was with God, 
and "was God, he does certainly at that 
time acknowledge thoſe truths: Nor would 
it have anſwered any end to enumerate 
them, unleſs to ſwell the book to an im- 
menſe fize: Bur, ſee the force of prejudice! 
The not making a needleſs enumeration is 
_ conſtru'd a denial; tho' in fact, the author 
has made as much faith neceſſary to wor- 
thy receiving, as the divines he has taken 
the liberty to differ from. 
The Remarker is diſpleas d, that the pro- 
fane, and habirual ſinner, if he comes ſe- 
riouſly, is, by the Plain Account, admitted 


to come to this ordinance, Does mn 
it wrong to admit, or encourage, them to 


come? To compel them, ſurely, then is 
worſe! But let it be obſerv'd again, that 


| our author's chief deſign is, to prevent im- f 


perfect chriſtians avoiding this inſtitution * 
at the ſame time they attend the other 
ordinances of religion: To which purpoſe 
he fully proves, that no more preparation 
is neceſſary to this than to them, this be- 
ing no more ſacred than they; which will 


at once anſwer the Remarker's queries, 


p. 21. on this head. Our author does not 
deny preparation to be uſeful to the per- 


formance of this part of religion ; but only 
© denies it to be peculiarly neceſſary ro this 


above the reſt, 
_— There- 
* = Jobn i. 1. 
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Therefore, before this writer had been 
: 0 violent in his outcries, he ought to have 
ſhewn, that a man cannot be ſerious in 
one duty, that is remiſs in any other: A 
doctrine which will introduce infinite con- 
fuſion into the world. Does it diſqualify 
a man from taking an oath, the moſt. 
ſolemn act of religion, in a court of juſtice, 


that he is in other reſpects an immoral | 


man? His teſtimony is credited, and the 
moſt ſerious and important Affairs of man- 
kind determin'd thereupon; and whoever 
would attempt to alter it, would be treated 
as an enthuſiaſt, and a deſtroyer o the 
peace and regularity of ſociety. 
TDiis aſtoniſhing the Remarker ſhould be 


8 tedious on this head, without faying 5 
one word in defence of the Corinthians, 


who ſo monſtrouſſy abuſed the deſign of 
this ordinance, that they even got drunk 
at the time of celebrating it; without ei- 
ther ſhewing, they were guilty of no 
crime, or elſe what there was peculiar in 
their circumſtances, that induced Sr. Pau! 
not to reject them, if he deſign'd the rule 
: immediately added ſhould be a ſtanding one 
in the chriſtian church, to reject others 
| leſs wicked. On this paſſage it is, the au- 
_ thor founds his obſervation, | that habitual 
ſinners were not rejected in the apoſtolick 
times from Ibis ordinance, any more than 
trom any ocher ordinance of religion. 
4 - Bur 
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But, as I ſaid before, ſcripture i is not the 


thing the Remarker deals in; nor are his 


notions to be prov'd from thence. 


Should any farther doubt remain on 5 


this head, let the reader conſider that 
das the traitor was allow'd to be preſetit a at 6 
the celebration of this ordinance even by 
our Saviour himſelf, after he had actual 
agreed with the Phariſees to betray his 
maſter. An action, for which alone, i? 
bad been good for him if he had not been 
born 27 This no one who reads the 
5 Evangeliſts with care can doubt of. And 
therefore as long as the writer of the Plain 
Account has the authority both of fhe au- 
thor of the inſtitution, and of St. Paul, 
for what he ſays, we ſhall freely yield = 
Remarker whatever advantage he can get 


from the names he mentions | in n oppoſition. 
to We | 


"At ths eontdiaon of ths FP his has 


Were the Diſſenters againſt the author, 

by telling them, that if his account de 
true, the moſt popular argument they 
5M make uſe of for the repeal of the teſt, 

is wreſted from them. Tis no proſtitu- 

© tion, no profanation, to admit the vileſt 

© of mankind to come to it” To admit 

ſuch as have been great ſinners, who now 

come with ſeriouſneſs to this inſticution, 

can be no Proſtitution, or r profanation of 


it: 


* 


* Mat. xxvi. 24. b Rem. P. 19. 


— 2 —— — — —— 
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it: And beſides there is a great difference 
between admitting thoſe who themſelves 


come voluntarily to it as a duty, and 


COMPELLING others, who have no ſenſe 
of the duty, who perhaps look upon it as 
a mere farce, and treat it accordingly, — 
Many inſtances of ſuch perſons might be 
produced: And if he has nothing ſtronger 
to plead in favour of the teſt, I am 
afraid the advocates for it will owe him 
much leſs thanks than the Diſſenters will. 

2 2dly, He objects to the notion of the 
afifiance to be expected at this ordinance*, 
And in anſwer to it, I ſhall give the au- 

tor of the Plain Accounts own words; 

which ſo ſtrongly ſhew the tendency of 
this inſtitution to advance our growth in 
grace, that I believe my readers will join 
with me in wondering how any man 

Can any one 

judge, ſays the Remarker ſpeaking of 

the aſliſtance of the Spirit, whether you 
are of opinion, that it belongs to chriſ- 

< tians of the preſent age, or not? Did 

© it not become you to have _—_— | 


could read fo careleſly. 


© how far you thought it did belong to 
them, and what ex 


Ro pos d to him before he wrote the b 
. of 
© Rem. 5. 24. | C Ibid, | 


pectation a chriſtian 
may now reaſonably form®?” —— The 
Words of the author are as pertinent a 
reply, as if this queſtion had been pro- 
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By our partaking of the Lord's ſupper, 
according to the nature and deſign of it, 


we profeſs ourſelves Chriſt's diſciples, 


and acknowledge our obligation to live 


according to his laws: By this we are 
© led to a ſerious conſideration of the tenor 


and deſign of his holy religion, and to 


© the ſincereſt thankfulneſs for all that he 


did and ſuffer'd for us, as well as to the 
moſt proper diſpoſitions and reſolutions 


of behaving ourſelves as becomes us, in 

relation to him as our head, and to our 

brethren as fellow-members with us of 

the ſame body. This is therefore an ef- 

* fectual acknowledgment of our ſtrict 

obligation to all inſtances of piety and 

virtue. And thus, by its own tendency, 

it leads our choughts, and conſequently _ 
our practice, to all that is good, and to 

* all that is neceſſary for us to aſk of 

© God, or to act ourſelves, | towards our 

| advancement in it: So that our atten- 
dance upon this rite is not only the pay- 

ing a religious ſervice to Chriſt, which 

cannot but be always favourably accept- 

ed of God; but it is a doing that, which 

© we ourſeives can ſee to tend naturally ' 

© revive and keep alive in our minds all 

ſuch thoughts, diſpoſitions and tenden- 
Cies, as are proper to work upon the 

conduct of our whole lives. 
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| © And what reaſonable creature would 
| © not be content with benefits of this ſort, 
1 * which are always of ſubſtantial and laſt- 
F © ing ſervice, without fancying to himſelf 
privileges, communications, or imprefſi- 
« ons from above, of another ſort; never 
*< expreſly promis'd to this duty; never, 
with certainty, to be judged of in any 
caſe; often fallacious, and always leav- 
ing the mind, in which the images of 
«© them have been work d up, in a ſtate 
ſatisfied with what carries no rational 
« ſatisfaction in it; and too often in a diſ- 
© poſition of thinking meanly of thoſe 
\ © real and practical excellencies, which 
are the true heights, and exalted accom- 
d pliſhments of the chriſtian life? In this 
way the Lord's ſupper is one of the 
© means of grace, in every good ſenſe of 
that phraſe: As the due partaking of it 
© tends to procure us the preſent fa vour of 
* God; as it is the mean which naturally 
« leads. ro ſuch diſpoſitions, and chriſtian 
Int giraces, as entitle us finally to his favour 
—_— 3 and which, among other 
mern, helps to render us fit for all ſuch 
Ell: © afliſtances as are proper for him ro o give 
do free and reaſonable” creatures *. = 
ns This paſlage I have tranſcribed ac full 
length, for two reaſons; (/.) Becauſe 
_ nothing more ſtrong and maſterly can be 
_ | 5 poke wrote, 
| a Plats 4rconnt p. 156. 0 
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wrote, to ſhew the excellent uſe of this 
rite of the chriſtian religion, in oppoſition 
to thoſe who reject all poſitzve inſtitutions, 
imagining them to deſtroy morality, and 
encourage ſuperſtition, rather than to ad- 


 wvance the one, and root out the other: _ 
Whereas, according to this account, They 


will help us, if we be not wanting to 
. ourſelves, in our voluntary and ſincere 
* endeavours of reforming all our vices, 
and encreaſing in all virtue, which is 
© our likeneſs to God himſelf*” A deſign, 
which they who ſo much exalc and mag- 


nify morality, ſhould rejoice. to ſee. pro- 8 


moted; and which does, in the moſt ef- 
fectual manner, remove all ſuperſtitious 5 
abuſe of this inſtitution. And, (. 
Becauſe it has ſo good a tendeney to mo- 
derate the ſentiments of others, who ima- 


gine all religion to conſiſt in poſitive | in⸗ 


ſtitutions. By this account they tend to 
raiſe us, indeed, to a likeneſs of God, 
which is the perfection of religion: They 

qualify us for his favour, both! in this life, 


and the other; and ſo far are of real uſe, 


as excellent means to the moſt valuable 
end: But they are of no value in them 


ſelves, only as they tend to promote this end. 
| And ſince the Remarker has ſo excel- _ 
1 las a talent at raiſing doubts, and mul- 
= tiplying queſtions ; | 1 would: alk him, 


D 2 3 


e ® Rem P. 17. 
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in my turn, what end he can propoſe 
more worthy the purſuit of chriſtians at 
this ſacrament, than the final favour of 


God? Whether this does not imply all 


the helps and advantages we can enjoy? 
And whether he does not believe, in his 
conſcience (for I cannot think him ſo low r 
of underſtanding as he would repreſent 
himſelf) that the author by this expreſſion 
© renders us fit for all ſuch aſſiſtances 
< as are proper for Him [God] to give to 
© free and reaſonable creatures,” deſign d 
to include all the aſſiſtance promis'd in 
the goſpel?— 1 will only ſay on this o- 
caſion, to read with ſuch ſuſpicion, and. | 
throw ſuch conſtructions on ſo well-mean- 
ing an author, can never be balanc d by all 
the reputation, or advancement, tis pam 
ble for him to get by his book. 


Let me aſk him farther, If there be 


g any ſuperior deſign of this inſtitution men- 
tion'd in the New Teſtament, or any aſſiſ- 3 
tance promis'd IN EXPREsS TERMs, to 


thoſe who come to it, that is not promiſ- 


ed to them who come to the other inſti- 
tutions of chriſtianity, (for that is the au- 
thor's argument) why the Remarker did 
not produce it? Or if there is none; (and 
there may be none, for any thing he has 
ſaid to the contrary) upon what principle 

could he endeavour to pum Dr.Clarke* upon 


his 
Run. p. 25; 
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his readers, for a writer inſpir', as it 
were, to ſupply that defect. 5 
Zaly, His third objection is, to the de- 
nying it to be a federal rite; contrary, in 
his uſual tile, to the opinion of many 
celebrated divines. But notwithſtanding 
what they may have taught of ir, let us 
examine the reaſons our author gives for 
his aſſertion. He ſays, It is not a renewal 
of the covenant, becauſe every tranſgreſ- 
ſion does not break it; amendment and 
reformation, when we have done amiſs, 
being one condition of it; and what is 
not broken needs not to be renewed *. 


That it is not the ſeal of the covenant on 


God's part, becauſe it was ſealed once for 


all, by the blood of Chriſt b. From 


whence he infers, conſiſtentiy wich bis 
whole ſcheme, that it is not itſelf a cove- 
' nant, but the MEMORIAL © of the co- | 
venant between God and man. And this 


be likewiſe ſhews, by parity of reaſon, 


from the Paſchal Supper; © which was, 
© to put the T/razlites in remembrance of 
© the redemption, or deliverance of 1/rael_ 
out of Egypt i. Now I would aſk the Re- 
marker, what good ends he can propoſe, '- 
_ repreſenting it as a renewal, or, as he calls 
it, a repeating the covenant; which our 
author does not propoſe, by calling ita 
memorial of the covenant? . ſhould 
prove, 
Plain Account, p. 165. ? 7 5: TI 168. OP. 171. 
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prove, as he ſays, only a difference about 
a word; yet there is a much greater 
accuracy and conſiſtency of ſtile in our 
author's manner of expreſſion, — 
them equally true. 


But the Remarker himſelf does, in truth, JS 


: give it up in the concluſion*, where he 
5 ſays, I muſt own, were it not for the 


4 


to ſee you ſo laboriouſſy arguing, for 
three or four pages together, that the 
Lord's ſupper cannot be called the ſeal 
© of the covenant, becauſe Chriſt's blood 
© the ſeal; as tho' the word ſeal might 


© not be metaphorically applied to more 


things than one, when each bears the 

requiſite de But is the author 
ſpeaking of what it may metaphorically 
be called, or what it really is? I dare fay 
this clergyman would take it very ill of a 
Feſuit, for I preſume a proteſtant divine 
does not hold tranſubſtantiation, who. 
ſhould expect him to acknowledge the 
| bread in the ſacrament to be our Saviour's 


real body, becauſe it is call'd his body; 


and yet it would be juſt as much to the 
purpoſe, as this paſſage is to make out, 
that this ordinance is a ſeal of the cove- 


nant, becauſe it may be metaphorically 
called a ſeal. — If it ſhould prove to be 
a federal rite. at laſt, the Remarker has 
| | not 

: Nen. p. 3 2. 


ſeriouſneſs of the ſubject, 1 ſhould ſmile 
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not had the good fortune to ſhew it; and 
therefore, till he can convince us that a 
metaphor is the thing 1t/elf, he had much 
better not have put his readers 1 in mind of 
mill. KEN 
4471 by, I come now to o the laſt, the ca- 
pital objection of all; for the fake of 
drawing ſome inferences from which, the 
whole pamphlet ſeems to be wrote: How 
© A they are drawn, the reader will 
judge; whether ar all invidiouſſy, J leave 
to his own conſcience. The objection is 
to the author's nt having ſpoken plainer on 
3 everal ſubjects which the Remarker thinks 


do be doctrines of chriſtianity. © 1 proceed 


© next, Sir", ſays he, © to lay before you the 


© reaſons which prevail with me to think 


* 


ticles of our faith. 1 don't fay you 
have fully open'd. your mind; but if 1 
underſtand you aright, you infinuate the 
following opinions, &c, 
In the beginning of this paper 1 took 
notice of the ſuſpicious nature of the Re- 
marker: And. I believe it will here appear 
to my readers, even from his own pen, 
that the negative he has put upon the au- 


A A 


you have given up ſeveral principal ar- 


thor's chriſtianity ariſes from mere ſuſpi- _ 


cion, I don't ſay you have fully 
* open d your mind ; but if J underſtand 
* you aright,” If he has not FULLY 
5 opened | 


: » Rem. P. 54: 
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opened his mind, * charity which hopeth 
Dall things, and believeth all things, 
would have determin'd a genuine chriſ- 
tian writer to judge no worſe about a 
man's opinions, than from his own words. 
But we live in times diſtant from the Apoſ- 
tles; and that good ſpirit is by many 
thought rather a character of the diſciples 


of che falſe, than the true, Chriſt. I hope 


the Remarker has not learnt the contrary 

one from his favourite divines! from thoſe. 
he has quoted I am ſure he cannot. 

As he has been ſo juſt, however, as to 
put this affair on bis underſtanding the author 


gas 1 believe I might venture, from 


what has been already ſaid, to leave the 
iſſue on the credit my readers will give 
his underſtanding. But I will juſt enquire 
into the reaſons of his ſuſpicion. (1/.) He 
thinks our author has given up the cor- 
ruption of our nature by Adam's fall, be- 
cauſe he has never mention'd it in his 
forms of prayer, and conſequently never 
« petition'd for the aſſiſtance of the divine 
Spire againſt ity 
Mere it not for the ſake of the publick, 8 
8 who are too often amns'd by ſuch ſur mi- 
ſes, and led from the principal ſubjects 


to ab aſe the perſons they are thus taught 


to ſuſpect, (the moſt antichriſtian temper 
of any, and which this book is too well 
cal- 05 


1 Cer. A Jaw. p. 34+ 
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calculated to inſpire the ignorant with;) 
I would gladly ſpare he Remarker the 
mortification he muſt receive from the 
proper reply to this part of his perfor- 
mance. But tenderneſs to him would, in g 
this caſe, be cruelty to my readers. And 
therefore he muſt excuſe me ſaying, it is 
a ſhame for any private chriſtian, but con- 
temptible for a clergyman, a teacher of 


the people, either to be ignorant, or to for- 


get, that there is not one word of this ſame 
corruption of our nature, commonly call'd 
original fin, inſinuated in the prayer our 


Saviour, who beſt knew the proper ſubß-k 
jects of prayer, taught his diſciples. There 
is no forgiveneſs a{k'd of it, nor aſſiſtance 


petition'd againſt it. He thought ſuch ge- 
„ neral expreſſions, as are blam'd in our 


author, the moſt proper; forgive us our 


treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that treſpaſs 
againſt us... How different from the tem- 
per, required in this condition, is that, 
Which bringeth ar accuſation againſt the 
| brethren! | 1 
low other divines may help him off 
this ſcandalous ignorance, 1 know not: 
But this J am ſure, that from unaſliſted 


Treaſon, one cannot help cenſuring him for 


ſuch bold impiety and preſumption; for 
impious and preſumptuous it is thus to 
inſinuate, that our Saviour himſelf has gi- 
ven up an article of our faith; and the 
8 inſinua- 
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inſinuation will hold as ſtrongly againſt 
the one as againſt the other: Nor can he 
blame any man that ſhould retort his 
own argument upon himſelf, and urge, 
that tho' © he has not fully opened his 
© mind, yet, if he underſtands him arighr, 
© he has INsNUAT ED” this objection to 
the inſpired prayer itſelf: And ſo, could 
ve condeſcend to fight him with his own 
weapons, this grave, orthodox, ſuſpicious | 
divine might at laſt be fairly beat into a 
: fly, ſubtle, undermining infidel, _ 
Notwithſtanding this faux pas, I am 
willing to believe his deſign was no worſe 
than to raiſe a prejudice againſt our au- 
thor; and when that is ſerv'd, he will be 
ready to allow our Lord 8 prayer. to be a 1 
tolerable me. TS 
But there is "another. ceo attends 
the Remarker, which, perhaps, ſome of his 
high-flying brethren may hold to be worſe 
than the former; and that is, the objecti- 
on glances from our author directly upon 
the daily ſervice of the church, in which 
| there is not to be found one ſyllable of 
this original taint or natural byaſs to evil“. 
The confeſſion recites only our omiſſions, 
and our actual fins; the petitions for grace, 
are againſt temptations, and the evil ha- 
bits we ourſelves have contracted ; and the 
| aſſiſtance 5 the divine Sprrit® as ſparingly | 
mY 
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| requeſted, as in the prayers of our author; 
which the Remarker himſelf acknowledges 
to be thrice®; enough certainly to ſatisfy 
any reaſonable man as to that particular, 
were there no other paſlage in this whole 
book to the ſame purpole: But there is 
one ſo expreſſive, that a candid reader 
would not overlook; and makes it appear 
as if the Remarker read it with a deſign | 
to find fault, and a reſolution to write 
againſt it, at all events. Tis p. 159, 160. 
© To fay, this ſacrament is ordain'd pecu- 


larly for obtaining of God's Holy Spirit, 
is, I think, to forget and contradict thoſe | 
_ expreſs words of our Saviour, in which 
he himſelf has annexed that benefit 
| (whatever the nature and degree of it 
be, according to the different ages of 


S 


of chriſtians) TO THE DUTY OF 
"PRAYER A paſſage too plain to 


nod any comment upon. 


However there muſt be ſome Sale: _Y 


: this author ſhews his good-will towards 
kc finding it, as follows, Add to theſe pe- 


titions your own qualifying clauſes, and 


© what do they dwindle to? Guide and 


govern me by thy Holy Spirit, whatever 
the nature and degree of this benefit be, 
in the preſent age of the church, and 


c my neceſſity at this time. This, Iima- 


Þ oo 1 * gine 
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the church, and the various neceſſities 
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* gine, being eſteemed an enlighten'd and 


* pure age, the neceſſity of his direction 


and aſſiſtance now, muſt of courſe be 
©< ſmall *'— Here I can ſcarce ſuppreſs my 
indignation. Is it poſſible for a man, in 
a habir the people are taught to reverence, 
who, in the beginning“ of his book, com- 


plains of the decay of piety, to ſet an ex- 


ample fo deſtructive of truth, of charity; 
of every thing that is praiſe- worthy! 
To call the moſt modeſt, ſubmiſſive, con- 
prehenſive expreſſion poſſible to be wrote, 

a qualifying clauſe that dwindles into no- 
= _ How good ſoever it is to be Zea- 


lonfly affetel 77² a go thing ; this 1s ſo 5 


very much averſe from the ſpirit. of chriſti- | 
anity, that twould be a criminal nicety not 
to take notice of, and expoſe it. I muſt 
tell this author, that however contempti- 
pbluy he may think of the age, J hope it is, 
and will continue to be, too enlighten” o 
allow ſuch zeal as this to paſs for reaſoning, : 


By this ill- digeſted objection the Remarker 


Would, in the next place, perſuade the po- 
pulace to. believe the author is againſt in- 
fFant- baptiſm. 45 You have favour” dus With 
da a comment on the office of our church 
for the adminiſtration of the holy ſup- 


per; had you done the ſame with” re- 
gard to that for infant- baptiſm, we needed 
not to bave been at to moch difficulty 

40 
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* to learn your meaning concerning the 
© operations of the Holy Spirit. But, &c*” 

To this acute obſervation it is ſufficient to 
reply, that baptiſm had nothing to do with 
his ſubject. And our author well under- 


| ſtood, and was content to mind, his buti- 


neſs; whatever may be ſaid of the Re- 
marker —. He might, as much to the 
purpoſe, have deſired him to write a com- 
ment on St. Matthew, for the benefit of 5 
the 2ces * 1 e 
Ihe laſt part of the objection (and then 5 
1 think I have labour'd thro' the whole, 
for I took notice of what he ſays of ex- 
communication, &c, in the beginning) 186, 
chat the author of the Plain Account, Kc. 
has given up te ſatisfaction made for ſin 5 
by the death of Chriſt. And this he thinks 
the author has done, becauſe he has only 
conſider'd his death as a confirmation 1 
the truth of his doctrine. But if this doc- 
trine of ſatisfaction be an eſſential doctrine 
-" dt chriſtianity; then, as I have already 


had occaſion to take notice from what 
the author has ſaid, the remembrance f 


_ Chriſt, being a virtual acknowledgment of 
the truth of his whole religion, 1s an ac- 


knowledgment of. that among the other 
articles of it. And it was much more 


conciſe, and full as much to the purpoſe, 
„ to 


Rem. p. 41. d See a Defence of the Go/bel if St. Nat 
| che, in 4 Letter TO ATL ADY. | | 


and then the moſt general expreſſions were 


tyrs, For they ſhed their blood in teſti- : 
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to acknowledge theſe things in general, as to 
attempt to enumerate particulars: Nay, 'tis 
much to be preferr'd; for if mentioning 
the doctrines of Chriſt in general only 
could give offence to any, it would be 
next to an impoſſibility to treat of them 
particularly in ſuch a manner, however ; 
cautious it was, as ſhould not raiſe the 
zeal of ſome or other party againſt him: 
Whereas he was writing for the uſe of 
all chriſtians, without regard to parties; 


moſt likely to include them all; eſpecially 
if he was of opinion, and a great r 
to be ſaid for it, that many of their di- 
ſputes are more about words than things. 
And if our Remarher had dealt more in | 
generals, and not deſcended to particula- _ 
rize the original taint, be might have ſav'd 
his credit, and been thought to have had 
a reverence for the Lord's Prayer, and the 14 
ſervice of the church. = 
Ihere is one popular objection 3 . 
"his article that deſerves ſome notice, and 
that is, that the conſidering the death of. 
Chriſt only as a teſtimony ro the truth of 
his doctrine, is attributing no more to it 
than to that of St. Stephen, and other mar- 


* mony to the truth of the goſpel *” 'Tis 
true, they did ſo; but, were they free 
from 
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from all n as Chriſt was? Or did they 


teach the goſpel as their own doctrine? 


Did they chooſe diſciples, and give them 
a power of working miracles in confirma- 
tion of it? Did they ſend the Holy Ghoſt 
10 reprove the world of in, and of righte- 
ouſneſs, and of j judgment? Or did er riſe 
again from the dead, thereby to aſcertain | 
me hope of chriſtians? Or had they fol- 

lowers, who called themſelves by their 

names, and baptized others into them? Or, 

laſtly, was any rite appointed to be obſer- 
ved, as a memorial of their death? 

Sure the Remarker never conſiders the dif- 

ficulties of his aſſertions, nor takes any 
-* Care to obviate them ; and his parallels 
are juſt as exactly drawn as thoſe of a 

famous brother, that met in the center. 


Thus, have [ defended the Plain A:- 


count, againſt this writer's objections ; and 
doubt not but it will ſtand the reſt a- 
gainſt all others. But, as I find by conver- 
ſation, that many other parts of it are miſ- 
underſtood, it may not be amiſs, before 1 
_ conclude this paper, to caution ſuch read- 
ers of this excellent book, as have been 

accuſton ed to a different Rile, to conſider 


L it as wrote with che moſt ſerious and 

= good-natur'd view, to remove the doubts 

and uneaſineſſcs of thoſe, who, by ſome 
on means 


2 Jeb 7 XY i. . | 
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means or other, have been led to enter: 
tain too awful and perplexing notions 
of this ordinance. Tis to anſwer this 
purpoſe the author has laid aſide all 
| thoſe indefinite expreſſions, either not 
to be found in the ſcripture, or not ea- 
fily to be underſtood without a parti- 
cular explanation; and, perhaps at laſt, 
of ſo doubtful a gnification, that they 
change their meaning, as other phraſes 
do, almoſt in every age; and may at 
one time have a very ſuperſtitious and 
miſchievous ſignification; at another be 


very harmleſs, perhaps juſt and good. 
For example; the word grace, originally 


meant nothing but favour, but has by 
many been uſed in the moſt enthufiaſ- 
tical ſenſe, for an efficacious communi-= 
cation of good thoughts, and a com- 
pulſive infſuence upon our wills, which, 
1 think, was never promis d, nor is it 


reaſonable to expect. The ſame may be 
fſaid of many other expreſſions, Which 


however innocently uſed at firſt, yet 
Ms + prudent man would lay aſide, as How | 
as ever they came to miſſead the upright 


5 and ſincere. 5 


1 fhall only da; that noching ought 


t be expected chere but what is cloſely 


connected with the ſubject. The reputed 
author is, as 1 have laid before, one of 
e the 


© 1. 0 
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the exacteſt reaſoners of this, or any 
bother age. He needs no help, nor ought 
any man to dictate either ſentiment, or 
ſtile to him. And tis as impertinent to 


quote other writers upon him, as it 
would be to object the ſentiments, or 


ſtile, of any one of the claſicks to the 


reſt, when they are all of chem originals 
in their kind. 


PAPER the Second. 


HE Remarker on the Plain Account 
, the Sacrament having had the 
courage to publiſh a ſecond edition of his 
pamphlet, with a preface I farther ex- 
« plaining his view in writing it, without 
having done himſelf the juſtice to reply 
either to the anſwer to the objections he 
had ſtarted, or to thoſe made againſt ſome 
ſentiments of his own, in my former pa- 
per, publiſhed ſome time before that pre- 
face came out, I ſhall make ſome obſerva- 
tions on that preface, which is of ſo ex, 
traordinary a nature, that I think 1 it N IN 
not to paſs without notice. 
He begins with complaining that the 
0 deſign of his book ras not been ſo per- 
fectly underſtood, 
For my part, I zo declare, that his 
preface, as far as it relates to his own. 
f performance, has given me no new light 
into it: And I believe this will be clear 


| he could wiſh. 


enough to any who will give himſelf the 
trouble to look into my former paper, and 
take notice of the method in which 1 
have rang'd my obſervations on him: And 


I Hatter myſelf che anſwers there given, 


3 not 
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not from my own imagination, but from 
the author's expreſs words, or his manner 
of reaſoning, will appear ſatifactory to 
the open, unprejudic' d part of his readers. 
Fis intention, he fays, was a call 
© on the author, to tell us his meaning” 


as to ſeveral particulars ; too clear and 


plain, in the opinion of ſome of the 


wiſeſt and moſt ſenſible people, to need 


any farther explanation: But ſure he can 
have no reaſon to expect to be gratified in 
his requeſt, Who has not condeſcended to 


take notice of what has been already ſaid 


to his objections, or to clear up thoſe that 
| have been made to ſeveral offenſive parts 
of his own book. Neither ought he to 
think to excuſe it by the laſt paragraph of 
bis preface, * ſhould any one pretend to 
_ © aſcertain this author's meaning but him- 
ſelf, there may be an eternal diſputing, 
whether it is his meaning or not, with- 
cout ever entering into the merits of the 
© cauſe;* for there cannot be a more direct, 
and effectual, anſwer to himſelf. He has, 
in many places, pretended to aſcertain 
= meaning” very differently, to ſpeak 
no harſher, from the plain and obvious 
conſtruction of his words. He has endea- 
vour'd to multiply diſputes, | © without ever 


| © entering into the merits of the cauſe; 


and why then ſhould he expect the au- 
thor ſhould compliment him with a large 
1 con- 
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confeſſion of his faith about original fin, 
infant baptiſimb, the ſatisfaction of Chriſt ©, 
Kc. or with adopting any of his ſuppoſi- 
titious meanings; on all which there may 


be an eternal diſputing” foreign to the 
| purpoſe of the book? 


For this reaſon I ſhall paſs over the ty 


firſt pages of the preface, as already con- 
futed, or of no relation to the ſubject, and 
: proceed to the ſeventh, where he offers to 
ſhew why no farther reply ought to be 


given to the Plain Account. And as it is no 


ſecret WHERE his piece has been pa- 
troniz'd, nor by what methods it has been 
diſpers'd abroad, there is great reaſon to 
believe this is authority enough to pre- 
ſume we ſhall have no other —. © Many | 


perſons, 1 perceive, expect a more elabo- 


rate performance in anſwer to this Plain 
Account of the Sacrament, but from what 

© has been already ſaid, I think it muſt. 
© ſufficiently appear that ſuch an anſwer is, 
* as yet, needleſs, or at leaſt IMPRACTI- 

© CABLE; for, till the author ſhall be 
© pleaſed to aſcertain his meaning, to what 


purpoſe is it to multiply arguments? 


© Should any one of theſe meanings, which 
© appear exceptionable, be fix'd upon, and 
laboriouſly confuted, and he ſhould after- 
© wards deny it to be his, he may JUST LY 


c tell 5 
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* tell us that we have dreſs'd up a puppet 
* of our own, and then fought againſt it.” 
As this conceſſion abſolutely gives up the 
whole controverſy, by acknowledging they 
are not ſure whether they have any REAL 
. objection to the book or no, I ſhall enquire 
what poſhble reaſons there can be for drop- 
ping it fo eafily and ſuddenly. This is 
the more aſtoniſhing, becauſe great jea- 
louſy was raiſed againſt it from the firſt. 


of its being expected; and I remember, | 
two years ago, even ſo long before it came 


out, and before any one could poſſibly 
3 know what it would contain, it was ſaid 
by ſome warm divines in publick com- 


pany, that it SHOULD 3. anſwered. - 


The only thing therefore to be ſuppoſed is, 
that 1 all the ligbts theſe gentlemen 
could take it in, (and tis now a good while 
they have had to conſider it) they find it ſo 
connected, ſo compleatly, and yet ſo ſimply, 
and unaffectedly dreſs' d, that chey know 
not how to expoſe it, without incurring 
the charge of the puppet. However, the 
Remarker, tho' ſenſible of this, has been 
hardy enough to attempt it; and as his 
performance has been applauded and en- 
couraged by ſome, it looks as if they bad 
ſo good an opinion of their own manage- 


ment, as to think they can play off any 
ching to advantage. 


He 
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He has been ſo juſt as to allow, that 


whoever miſrepreſents the meaning of the 
book, the author might jJusTLy tell him 
he had dreſſed up a puppet of his own. 
As therefore the danger was ſo very great, 
they, who at firſt threaten'd it ſhould be 
anſwer'd, have acted much the wiſer „ 
to decline expoſing themſelves, by ſo un- = 
manly an employment. = 


But tho' their prudence is to. be com- 


mended, what can they ſay to the honeſty 
of ſo tamely giving up a book they every 
where rail at, and repreſent as full of 
hereſy, or in the phraſe of a great and 


powerful Pte EXOTICK from one 


end to the other | This is a matter of difi- 
culty, and worthy the farther trouble of 
the Remarker. For, tho' in his preface he 1 
has thrown it entirely on their ignorance 
of the ſenſe of the author, I believe the 
world has too good an opinion of their 
logacity, to be put off by ſo lender a pre- 


Bo] tencè. 


And yet, as nathevs there. may be no 


8 better offered, I ſhall employ the reſt of 
my paper in a ſerious addreſs to my rea- 
ders, about the treatment the author of the 

Plain Account, and his book, have met with 
among forme 3; tho' others, to whom it has 
been of infinite uſe, are not "ning in 
their 9 
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I heve already ſaid, the book was threa- 


ten'd with an anſwer ſome years before it 


appear d. When it did appear, ſome of the 


greateſt names were talk'd of as preparing 
to combat with it; and the pamphlet we 
Have been conſidering march'd out, as ſoon 
almoſt as it could poſſibly be got ready. 1 
believe no impartial perſon has read it, but 
thinks it ſtrain'd and haſty; and in the 
preface to the ſecond edition, the writer 
himſelf complains of the opinions of the 
world about it. And yet even THIS 
pamphlet has been patroniz'd, and propa- 


gated all over the nation, by a certain 


friend to church power and wholeſome di- 
ſeipline! The view of it we have already 
ſeen, and in the preface tis avow'd, to be 
nothing elſe but to inſinuate to the popu- 
lace, that our author is a man of bad no- 
tions, and exceptionable meaning, tho' the 
Remarker owns he cannot directly fay at 
preſent what they are, and from thence 
infers 'tis impracticable to write againſt 
them, till the author ſhall furniſh out ma- 
terlals for an inquiſitiun. 3 
As theſe Remarks have done very little | = 
againſt the book, out comes a ſecond edi- 
„ earneſtly entreating the author, to 
furniſn them with ſomething particular to 
ſay againſt it. When men have a diſpoſi- 
tion to cavil and cenſure, there is no won- 
der at their greedineſs to find out matter 


--: Tor 
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for it: And chat part of the preface I am 


not at all ſurpriz'd at. But is it not aſtov- 
niſhing, that when we were encourag'd to 
expect ſome conſiderable anſwers, and by 
the names that were mentioned no body 
could doubt but they would be conſi- 
derable, we ſhould be told at laſt that 
as the book Now ſtands, it is INM PRAC- 
TICABLE to write one? That all our 
expectations ſhould be balk'd, and none of 
the dignified or aſpiring part of the cler 
can be found to ſtand in the gap, and pre- 
vent the miſchief of this book, which tho 
they cannot prove, many of them are for- 
ward enough to declare, is a bad one! 
See here the ſpirit of ſuperſtition, and at 
. the ſame time the force of truth! The 
author of the Plain Account, &c. lays aſide 
- the technical terms of ſcholaſtical divi- 
, which have obſcured almoſt all ſub- 
— and had a mifchievous effect on 
weak, tho' honeſt minds; he fetches his 
account from ſcripture alone, diſclaiming all 
other authority; and reaſons on thoſe paſ- 

. ſages of ſcripture in the moſt plain and 
obvious manner, thereby freeing his re- 
ders from all cauſleſs fear about coming to 
Ties ordinance, which they never feel at 

coming to any other; calming and com- 
forting the honeſt, frighren'd trembling _ 
mind. Inſtantly ſuperſtition, which makes 
its market of theſe Helles and —_ 
=D 1 95 ire 
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dire of mankind, exclaims againſt him! 
But, when requir'd to give a reaſon of the 
clamour, declares it to be IMPRACTICA- 


BLE, unleſs the author will avow a bad 
meaning, which the moſt jealous ſagacity 
only apprehends that there ſeems to be 
ground to ſuſpect, but cannot fix! 


Should therefore no other anſwer come 


out, as this preface gives us to underſtand 
there will not; and for reaſons already 
mentioned, 'tis to be preſum'd the author 


of it has authority for what he ſays; it is 


_ impoſſible for any one not to conclude, 
that even the enemies of the Plain Ac- 
count allow the truth of all there ſaid, 
which they have not objected to; and that 
thboſe who think their objections are only 
Puppets of their own inventions, 7 give 
5 up them to. 


It will therefore remain » endete that 


; 0 No opinions or cuſtoms of wninſpired 
men are of great importance to chr iſti- 
ans, in forming their notions either of the 

nature of this ſacrament ; ; or of their qua- 

© lifications for it. That * the tcriprure . 
alhne is the guide in this caſe . That 

© there it is confin'd to a religious eating 
= * bread, and drinking wine, in remem- 
* brance of Chriſt . Thar the interpre- 
tation of the paſſages of ſcripture relating 
* to the inſtitution in the Plain Account, 


ſtands firm; and that thoſe which he has 


8 18. 
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1 rejected as of * relation to it, are given 
up.“ - That © our Saviour's bleſſing, 
mentioned in the form of inſtitution, 
was not bleſſing or conſecrating the ele⸗ 
ments, but bleſſing or giving thanks to 
od.“ -— That the bread and wine in 
© the facrament, are not ſacrificd to God 
upon an altar, and that there is no ſuch 
thing as an altar under the chriſtian diſ- 
penſation.— That whoever ſeriouſly 
*© remembers Chriſt at the time of cele- 
_ © bration, thereby acknowledging him- 
« ſelf his diſciple, communicates wor- 
* 7hily, and has no reaſon to be affrighted 
at St. Paul's denunciation againſt wnwor- - 
© Fby- receivers,” — That the whole of = 
© this account is conſiſtent with the con- 
© munion-office of the church of Eng- 
land.. That * 'tis unjuſt to reject any 
from communion, on other pretences, ö; 
who behave themſelves at it ſuitably =_ 
© to the deſign of the inſtitution. - = 
That © tho' this ordinance has an ad- 
mirable tendency to promote the prac- 
_ © tice of virtue, and all the duties of 
the chriſtian life; - *tis deceiving ourſelves 
— expect any extraordinary communica- 
1 tions at it, not promiſed to it more than 
to the other inſtitutions of chriſtianity,” | 
And therefore, that all the accounts, 
Which he enumerates, and rejects, in the 
* concluſion, are al e accounts, only tend- 
5 ing to miſlead. Ew The 
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The truth of al this, I fay, is tacitly 


acknowledg'd by thoſe who give up the 
book as IMPRACTICABLE to anſwer; or 
at leaſt they acknowledge they are inno- 
cent and harmleſs poſitions; otherwiſe 
they cannor, conſiſtently with honeſty and 
love of truth, ſuffer mankind to be de- 
ceived by them. —And yet their clamour 
ſeems not in the leaſt to ſubſide. 
What then can we think of the con- 
duct of theſe men! Zeal for what they 
imagine to be truth is commendable ; and 
even tho they were miſtaken in their no- 
tions, ought ſo to be acknowledg'd by all 
the friends of it. But can truth be propa- 
gated at the expence of candor and cha= _ 
rity! Can its cauſe be maintained, by in- 
ſulting the reputation of men of probity 


and honour! and expoſing the faſteſt 


friends to chriſtian liberty, and the fim- 
plicity | of the golpel, as men of novel 
conceits; repreſenting them as attempting 
to fubverc the very religion they teach! 
This is to make it inconſiſtent with itſelf. 
And yet theſe are the methods the Re- 
marker has taken; theſe are the ſubterfſu- 
ges men in his ſcheme generally fly to: 
They that cannot argue, can rail; and 
they that cannot confute, can milte 
preſent. 


I may venture to leave it to the ciara] 


lenſe, and native honeſty of mankind, 
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it. Should they alter their conduct, and 
fairly and openly attack the Plain Account, 
thoſe in the ſentiments of it are under no 
apprehenſion for the goodneſs of i Its prin- 

_ ciples; nor ſo much attach'd to it, as not 
to give it up, it it deſerves the clamour 
rais d againſt it. They are free to encou- 
rage every man to examine it to the bot- 

tom. Let them examine it with the moſt 

= jealous eye, provided it be with the brave 
Jealouſy of a friend to liberty, which is 
equally ready to acquit or condemn ; but 
the diſtemper'd jealouſy of a ſlave is, as 
tis generally repreſented, a very jaundice; 
difficult to be cured ; and yet till tis cured, 
: incapable of Perceiving — ching but in 5 
its own colour, 


what to judge of a cauſe that needs ſuch 
ſupports, or of men capable of embracing 
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3 Mr. Hales * Eaton. 


; Kind Sir, 5 


EN. peruſal of your letters, together 
with the ſchedule inclos'd, no circum- 


ſtance did fo much move me, os this, 
That fo ordinary points as are dilcuſs'd 
there, and that in a bare and ordinary 
manner, ſhould amuſe either yourſelf or 
any man elſe, that pretends to ordinary 
knowledge in controverſies in chriſtian re- 
: ligion. "For the points therein diſcuſs'd 


are no other than the ſubject of every 


common pamphlet, and ſufficiently known = 
that I may ſo fay) in every barber's ſhop. 


Yet becauſe you require my opinion of 


matters there in queſtion, I willingly "Oy 
ford it you; tho' 1 fear I ſhall more amuſe 
you with telling you the truth, than the 
1 diſputants there did, by abuſing you with 
error. For the plain and neceſſary (cho 
perhaps unwelcome) truth is, that in the 
greater: part of the diſpute, both parties 


* much 
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much miſtook themſelves, and that fell 
out which is in the common proverb, /c. 
I bilſi the one milks the ram, the other holds 
under the fieve. That you may ſee this 
truth with your eyes, I divide your whole 
. into two heads; the one concern- 
ing the Euchariſt, the other concerning 
the Churcl's miftaking itſelf about Funda. - 
mentals. N 
For the firſt, It conüiſteth 4 two parts; 
: of a propoſition, and of a reply. The 
propoſition expreſſes (at leaſt he that made 
it, intended it ſo to do, tho' he miſtakes) 
the doctrine of the reformed churches, 
: concerning the preſence of Chriſt in the 
Euchariſt. The reply doth the like for 
the church of Rome, in the fame argu- 
ment. Now that you may fee how indif- 
ferently I walk, I will open the miſtakes 
of both parties, that fo the truth of the 
thing itſelf (being unclouded of errors) 5 
may the more clearly ſhine forth. _ 
The firſt miſtake common to hack is, 
| that they ground themſelves much upon 
the words of conſecration, as they are 
called; and ſuppoſe, that upon the pro- 
nouncing of thoſe words, ſomething befals 
that action, which other ways would not; 
- and that without thoſe words the action 
were lame. Sir, I muſt conſeſs my igno- 
rance unto you. I find no ground for the 
— of ry doing. Our Saviour inſti- 


turing 
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tuting that holy ceremony, commands us | 
to do what he did, leaves us no precept of 


ſaying any words; neither will it be made 


appear, that either the bleſſed apoſtles or 
primitive chriſtians had any ſuch cuſtom: 
| Nay, the contrary will be made probably 
to appear, out of ſome of the antienteſt 
writings of the church's ceremonials. ws 4 
Saviour indeed uſed the words, but 
woas to expreſs what his meaning was: 
* Had he barely acted the thing, without 
* expreſling himſelf by ſome ſuch form of 
words, we could never have known what 
it was he did. But what neceſſity is there 
now of ſo doing? for when the congre- 
| gation is met together, to the breaking of 
85 bread and prayer, and ſee bread and wine 
upon the communion-table, is there any 
man can doubt the meaning of it, althoo 
the canon be not read? It was the farther 
ſolemnizing, and beautifying that holy ac- 
tion, which brought the canon in; and 
not an opinion of adding any thing to the 
1 ſubſtance of the action. For that the 
* words were uſed by our Saviour to work 
any thing upon the bread and wine, can 
never out of ſcripture or reaſon be de- 
duced; and beyond theſe two, I have no 
ground for my religion, neither in ſub- 
ſtance nor in ceremony. The main foun- 
dation chat upholds the neceſſity of this 


form 


form of action now in uſe, is church- 
cuſtom and church- error. os 
| Now for that topick-place of church- 
cuſtom, it is generally too much abuſed: 
For whereas naturally the neceſſity of the 
thing ovght to give warrant to the prac- 
tice of the church, I know not by what 
device matters are turn'd about, and the 
cuſtomary practice of the church is al- 
ledg'd to prove the neceſſity of the 

thing ; as if things had received their ori- 

ginal from the church- authority, and not, 
as the truth is, from an higher hand. As 
for the church's error, on which I told 
vou this form of action is founded, it con- 
ſiſts in the uncautelous taking up an un- 
ſound ungrounded concluſion of the fa- 
thers for a religious maxim. St. Ambroſe, 
I trow, was he that ſaid it, and poſterity 
hath too generally applauded it; Accedat 
 verbum ad elementum, & fiat ſacramentum. 5 
By which they would perſuade us, againſt 
all experience, that to make up a ſacra- 
ment, there muſt be ſomething ſaid, and 
| ſomething done; whereas indeed, to the 
FETs of a ſacrament, or holy myſte- 
y (for both theſe are one) it is ſufficient | 

bk Sg one thing be done whereby another 
is ſignified, tho nothing be ſaid at all. 
When Jarquinius was walking in his gar- 
den, a meſſenger came and aſk'd him, 


what he would have done unto the town 
of 
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of Gabii, then newly taken? He anſwered 
nothing, but with his wand ſtruck off the 
tops of the higheſt poppies: And the 
| meſſenger underſtanding his meaning, cut 
off the heads of the chief of the city. 
Had this been done in ſacris, it had been 
forthwith cruly a ſacrament, or holy myſ- 
tery: Cum in omnibus ſeientiis voces Agni- 
ficent res, hoc habet proprium  theologia, 
quod ipſe res fignificate per voces, etiam g- 
 mnificent aliquid, faith Aquinas: And upon 
the ſecond ſignification are all ſpiritual and 
myſtical ſenſes founded. So that in ſacris, 
a myſtery or ſacrament is then acted, when 
one thing is done, and another is ſignified; Een 
as it is in the holy communion, tho no- 
thing be ſaid at all. The antient ſacrifices 
of the Fews, whether weekly, monthly, 
or yearly, their paſſover, their ſitting in 
| booths, &c. theſe were all ſacraments: 
Yer we find not any facred forms of words 
uſed by the prieſts or People in the exe- 


1 cution of them. 


Jo ſum up that which we have to ay 


in this point: The calling upon the words 
of conſecration in the Euchariſt, is too 

| weakly founded to be made argumentative; 
for the action! is perfect, whether thoſe aye 

be uſed or forborn: And in truth, 


ſpeak my opinion, I ſee. no great 3 
could enſue, were they quite omitted. 


Certainly thus much $906 would follow, 


that 
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char both parts agreed in the acknowledg- — 
ment of the real preſence of the body of 1 

Chriſt in the Eucbariſt, tho' they differ in 
the manner of his Provence, and applica- 
Z e 


co My. Hales en the Sacrament. 
that ſome part (tho' not a little one) of 
the ſuperſtition that adheres to that ac- 


tion, by reaſon of an ungrounded conceit 


” the neceſſity and force of the words in 
it, would forthwith peel off, and fall a- 
mg I would not have you underſtand 
me ſo, as if I would preſcribe for, or de- 
fire the diſuſe of the words; only wo 
things I would commend to you: 1. That 
the uſe of the canon is a thing indifferent. 
And, 2. That in this knack of making 
ſacraments, chriſtians have taken a greater 
liberty than they can well juſtify. Tn. 
forging ſacraments more than God (for 
ought doth or can appear) did ever _ 
| And, (2.) In adding to the ſacraments, in- 
ſtituted of God, many formalities Ws ce- 
remonial circumſtances, upon no warrant N 
but their own; "arte circumſtances, by 
long uſe, begat in the minds of men a 
conceit, that they were eſſential parts of 
that, to which indeed they were but ap- 
pendant; and that only by the device of 
ſome, who practiſed a power in the church ; 
more than was convenient. 


Thus much for the firſt common mit- 
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tion of himſelf to the receiver; tho' the 
proteſtant diſputant ſeems to have gone 
a little beyond his leader. Had he ex- 
preſſed himſelf in the point of bread and 
wine, what became of it, whether it re- 
mained in its proper nature, yea or no; 
1 could the better have fathomed him. 
Now theſe words of his, that the bread 
and wine, after conſecration, are truly 


and really the body of Chriſt, howſo- 


ever they are ſupplied and allayed with 


that clauſe, not after a carnal, but after 2 


ſpiritual manner, yet ſtill remain too crude 


and raw, and betray the ſpeaker for a 
| Lutheran at leaſt, if not for a favourer of 
the church of Rome: For as for that 
| Phraſe of 4 ſpiritual manner, which ſeems 
to give ſeaſon and moderation to his con- 
cluſion, it can yield him but ſmall relief. 
mo firſt, to ſay the fleſh of Chriſt is in 
-- ae bread, but not after a carnal manner, 
is but the fame nonſenſe which the divines 
of Rome put upon us on the like occa- 
ſion; when telling us, that the blood of 
Chriſt 1s really ſacrificed and ſhed in the 
ſacrament, they add by way of glols, 7 
that it is done incruente, unbloodily. By 
the like analogy they may tell us, if they a 
| pleaſe, that the body of Chriſt is #4 | 
| incorporated ine" fleſh not carnally, 
may pals the preſs jointly the next edition 
of the book of bulls, Again, in another 
e TO" 


52 Mr. Hales on the Sacrament. 
reſpect, that clauſe of a ſpiritual manner doth 
your proteſtant diſputer but little ſervice, if 
any at all; for the catholick diſputant con- 
triving wich himſelf how to ſeat the body 
of God in the Euchariſt, as may be moſt 
for his eaſe, tells us, that he is there as 
ſpirits and glorified bodies (which St. Pau | 
calls ſpiritual) are in the places they poſ- 

ſeſs. So then, the one tells you the body of 
Chriſt is there really, but ſpiritually ; the o- 
ther, that he is there really, but as a ſpirit in a 
place. And what now, I pray you, is the diffe- 
rence between them? By the way, in the 
paſſage you may ſee what account to make 
of your catholick diſputer. Ariſtofle, and _ 
with him common ſenſe, tells us thus 

much, that he that compares two bodies to ʒ 
1 gether muſt know them both. Doth this 

gentleman know any thing concerning the | 

ſite and locality of ſpirits, and bodies glo- 

rified? If he doth; let him do us the 

| courteſy as to ſhew us, at what price he 
purchaſed that degree of knowledge, that 
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i} ſo we may try our credit, and fee if we 
1 can buy ir at the ſame rate: Tertius e cœlo 
cecidit Cato? Is he like a ſecond Paul, 
oy lately deſcended out of the third heavens, 
6 aaand there hath made us the diſcovery? 
for by what other means he could attain 
do that knowledge, my dulneſs cannot ſug- 
Wi geſt. But if he doch not know (as he 
q | neither doth nor can, for there is no 


means 
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means left to make diſcovery that way) 


then with what congruity can he tell us, 


that the body of Chriſt is in the bread, 
as ſpirits and glorified bodies are in their 
places; if he know not what manner of 

location and fite, ſpirits and glorified bo- 
dies have? I ſhall not need to prompt 
your diſcretion thus far, as that you ought 
not to make dainties of ſuch fruitleſs and 


deſperate diſputers; who, as the Apoſtle 
notes, thruſt themſelves into things they 


have not ſeen, and upon a falſe ſhew of 
knowledge, abuſe eaſy hearers; and of 
things they know not, adventure to ou 
they KNOW not what, 


To return then, and confider. 4 fiele 


more of this ſecond; miſtake common to 


both your diſputants, I will deal as favour- 


ably as I can with your proteſtant diſputer.: 
For tho' I think he miſtakes himſelf, (for 
I know no proteſtant that teacheth, that 


the common bread, after the word ſpoken, 


1s really made the body of Chriſt) yet he 
might well rake occaſion thus to err out of 
| ſome proteſtant writings ; for generally 
the reformed divines do falſly report that 


holy action, whether you regard the el⸗ 
ſence, or uſe, thereof. 1 
For, firſt, if in regard of the ee 5 


2 fome proteſtants, and that of chief note, 
ſtick not to ſay, that the words of conſe- 


cration are not a mere trope; and from 
hence 
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hence it muſt needs follow, that in ſome 
ſenſe they muſt needs be taken literally; 
which is enough to plead authority for 
the gentleman's error. But that which 
they preach concerning a real preſence and 
participation of Chriſt's body in the ſacra- 
ment, they expound not by a ſuppoſal that 
the bread becomes God's body, but that, 
together with the ſacramental elements, 
there is conveyed into the ſoul of the 
worthy receiver the very body and blood 
of God; but after a ſecret, ineffable, and 
| wonderful manner. From hence, as I 
| take it, have proceeded theſe crude ſpeeches 
of the learned of the reformed parts, fome _ 
dead, ſome living; wherein they take up- 
on them to afſure the divines of Rome, "Wo 
we acknowledge a real preſence as well =... 
they; but for the manner how, con, or 
trans, or ſub, or in, inixopy, we play the 
Scepticks, and determine not. This con- 
ceit, beſides the falſhood of i it, is a mere 
novelty, neither is it to be found in the 
books of any of the antients, till Martin 
Bucer aroſe. He, out of an unſeaſonable 
baſhfulneſs and fear to ſeem to recede too far 
fromthe church of Rome, taught to the pur= 
| Poſe now related, concerning the doCtrine 
of Chrift's preſence | in the ſacrament; and 
from him it deſcended into the writings of 
Calvin and Beza, whoſe authority have 
well near ſpread it over the face of the 
1 nog rs reformed F 
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_ reformed churches. This is an error 
which, as I ſaid, touches the eſſence of 
that holy action; but there are many now 
which touch the end and uſe of it, which 
are practiſed by the reformed parts: For 
* of an extravagant fancy they have of 


t, they abuſe it to many ends, of which 


oy we may think the firſt inſtitutor (fave that 
he, was God, and knew all things) never 
thought of. For we make it an arbitra= 
tor of civil buſineſſes, and imploy it in 
ending controverſies ; and for confirmation 
of what we ſay or do, we commonly pro- 
miſe to take the ſacrament upon it. We 
teach, that it confirms our faith in Chriſt; 
| Whereas indeed the receiving of it is a fign | 
of faith confirmed, and men come to it 
to teſtify that they do believe. not to pro- 
cure that they may believe: For if a man 
doubt of the truth of chriſtianity, think 
you that his ſcruples will be removed up- 
on the receiving of the facrament? I 
would it were ſo; we ſhould not have fo 
many doubting chriſtians, who yet receive 
the ſacrament oft enough. We teach it 
to be viaticum morientium, whereby we 
abuſe many diſtreſſed conſciencies and fick 
bodies, who ſeek for comfort there, and 
finding it not, conclude from thence 7 
ſpeak what I know) ſome defect in their 
faith. The participation of this ſacrament 
to fick and weak perſons, what unſeemly 
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events bath it occaſion'd? the vomiting 
up of the elements anon, upon the receipt 
of them; the reſurging the wine into the 
cup, before the miniſter could remove his 
hand, to the interruption of the action. 
Now all theſe miſtakes and errors have 
riſen upon ſome ungrounded and fond 
practices, crept long ſince (God knows 
how) into the church, and as yet not ſuf- 
 ficiently purged out. I will be bold to in- 
form you what 1 it is which is Tewrov 44006, 
the main fundamental fallacy whence all 
| theſe abuſes have ſprung. There hath 
been a fancy of long ſubſiſtence in the 
churches, that in the communion there is MR 
ſomething given beſides bread and wine, Wl 
of which the numerality given, men have 
not yet agreed. Some ſay it is the body 
of God, into which the bread is tranſub- 
ſtantiated; ſome ſay it is the ſame body 
with which the bread is conſubſtantiated ; 
ſome, that the bread remaining what it 
was, there paſſes with it to the ſoul the 
real body of God, in a ſecret unknown 
| manner; ſome, that a further degree of 
-- Faith: 18- ſupplied us; others, that we. 
degree of God's grace, whatever it be, is 
7 which otherwiſe would be bo . 
All which variety of conceits muſt _ 
_ fall out, as having no other ground 
but conjecture weakly founded. To ſettle 
you therefore in your judgment, both wg : 
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Mr. Hales on the Sacrament. 57 
che thing itſelf, and of the true uſe of 
it, I will commend to your conſideration 
theſe few propoſitions, 

/, In the communion there 3 is nothing 
given bur bread and wine, _ 
 2dly, The bread and wine are : figns 1 in- 
deed, but not of any thing there exhibit- 
0a but of ſomewhat given long fince, 
even of Chriſt given for us upon the croſs 


2 | ſixteen hundred years ago, and more. 


Zaly, Jeſus Chriſt is eaten at the com- 


munion- table in no ſenſe, neither ſpiritu- 


ally, by virtue of any thing done there, 


vor really; neither metaphorically, nor li- 


= terally. Indeed that which is eaten (I 


mean the bread) i is called Chriſt by a me- 


= taphor; but it is eaten truly and properly. 


4tbly, The ſpiritual eating of Chriſt is 


common to all places, as well as che : 


Lord' s table. 


Laſt of all, The uſes 5 ends of the 
Lord's ſupper can be no more than ſuch 
as are mentioned in the ſcriptures, and 


they. are but two. 


1. The commemoration of the death 
and paſſion of the Son of God, ſpecified 
by himſelf at the inſtitution * the ce 
remony : 
2. 10 teſtify our union "with Chriſt 3 
and communion one with another ; which 
end St. Paul hath taught us. 

WT” Ou” 1 5 In 


1 58 Mr. Bales on the Sacrament. 
1 In theſe few concluſions the whole doc- 
WIL trine and uſe of the Lord's ſupper is fully 
ſet down; and whoſo leaderh you beyond 
this, doth but abuſe you: Qicquid ultra ü 
| quaritur, non inteliigitur. The proof of Ml 
M theſe propoſitions would require more 
WIR than the limits of a letter will admit of; 
and I ſee myſelf already to have exceeded | 


theſe bounds, Sc. Sc. . 5 
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